
24th CONGRESS,
1st Session.

[ Doc. No. 200. 1-160. OF REPS.

AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.
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OF

Citizens of North Carolina, upon the subject of amending the Constitutionof the United States.

APRIL 6, 1836.
Read, and committed to the Committee of the Who1e,Hou4e on the stat-.! of the Union.

To the honorable Congress of the United States .of America:
The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the State of North Carolina,humbly show to your honorable body:
That frequently questions have arisen respecting.the constitutionality ofac of the Congress of the United States, on account of which great com-motions have taken place among the people, which have threatened adissolution of our Government; and whereas

' 
there exists a diversity ofopinion as to what tribunal such 'questions maybe referred for adjudication;Some denying the authority of the Supreme Court Of the Unite'd Statesand many who admit this to be the proper tribunal, believe this court to beconstituted with too small a number of judges to decide national questionsof such importance; and we view it its being of much importance to thepermanence of our Government that we should have a known tribunal,entirely satisfactory to the people, to correct such constitutional errors, andthat the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches of our Government(as they were designed by the framers of our constitutiOn) should operate-as a salutary check upon each other; we therefore pray that the followingmay be proposed to the several States of this Union, in the way providedby the constitution of the United States, to be adopted as an amendmentthereof, to wit: In 'case that any State in the. Union, either by the Legisla-ture thereof, or bNI a convention chosen by the people of the same, shall'solemnly declare their belief that any act irIThich is or may.be passed by bothhouses of Congress and approved by the President of the United States, isunconstitutional, the said State, by their Legislature or convention, Awnmake up a case, containing the grounds of their belief of its unconstitu-tionality, and lay it before the Supreme Court of the United States, whichsaid court shall set the same for hearing upon the argument docket, at the.next term, and give notice to the presiding justices of the highest court ofeach State, to attend the Supreme Court of the United States, on the dayso appointed for the argument ; which said court, for the trial of said
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question, shall be composed of the Ch
ief Justice and Associate Judges of

said Supreme Court of the United Sta
tes,together with the presiding Judge

or Chief Justice of the highest court o
f each State, or a majority of them,

whose decision, when made, shall be fi
nal; and that each State and every

citizen thereof shall be bound thereby,
 any thing in the constitution or law

s

of any State to the contrary notwith
standing. And we, your petitioners,

will ever pray, &c.
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